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learned much Danish. His mother may have voted Danish in local elections, but
she did not try to shape his national orientation.

Matlok ascribes his mother’s decision to send her children to Danish schools
to economic considerations. Nonetheless, he looks at this experience positively
and emphasizes that it has enabled him to understand both communities and both
sides of the historical conflict. Without his early familiarization with Danish cul-
ture and language, he could not have fulfilled his role as spokesperson for the
German minority in Denmark, which he defines as being a bridge builder.

Yet how does Matlok perceive his passage from Danish to German minority
institutions? To him, this step marked the logical completion of an inner jour-
ney that had begun much earlier. Throughout his youth, he perceived a powerful
group pressure to distance himself from Germans and German society. When his
talent as a soccer player was discovered, he was urged to play only for Danish
clubs. When Germany won the world championship in this sport in 1954, he was
dissuaded from sharing in this victory. The Germans were Nazis and could not be
supported. Similar reactions accompanied the reappearance of German soldiers
in 1955. Matlok felt alienated by this hostility toward things German.

Matlok also recalls bitter feuds within his family, which had become evenly
split between Germans and Danes. In these discussions, the Danish members as-
sumed an aura of moral superiority. By becoming Danish, they had proven to be
democrats and antifascists, regardless of their actions and experiences during the
war. Those who had remained German, by contrast, had failed to learn the lessons
of history.

Matlok depicts an early disaffection with the Danish minority as an institu-
tion, mitigated by a continued appreciation of Danish social and intellectual life.
Ironically, it was his marriage to a Dane that ultimately induced him to accept a
position at the German paper in Aabenraa. His second wife, with whom he has
two children, is Danish as well. He describes his home environment as bicultural
and bilingual, although with a preponderance of Danish.
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The life story of Sicgfried Matlok illuminates national identity at the margins.
On one level, he exemplifies the idiosyncrasies of this environment. He was born
into a German-speaking family but sent to a Danish school. His grandparents had
moved south when their place of residence became Danish, but many of their
children became Danish-minded in 1945. He started his career at a Danish pub-
lication in Germany but continued it at a German one in Denmark. He moved to
Denmark to join a Danish wife and a German newspaper. His children attended a



128 * CHAPTER FIVE

German school and grew up in a predominantly Danish-speaking household. His
brother remained in Germany—and a Dane.

Although many of these features reflect the flexibility of identity along the
border, they also contain countervailing aspects. Matlok was socialized in con-
sciously Danish schools, but his linguistic background and his family history
proved equally influential. Symbolic barriers that separated Danes from Ger-
mans, such as historical conflicts and sporting events, confused an adolescent
who experienced the projected German Other as part of his self. Torn between
conflicting subjective identity markers, he was drawn toward the camp that he
experienced as more open to dual identifications.

Next to these subjective influences, one encounters palpable objective
factors. Following his education at Danish minority schools in Germany, Matlok
embarked on a carcer within the Danish sphere. Yetin his chosen field of journalism,
he soon experienced the substantive limitations of his Danishness. His linguistic
competence was sufficient to be a Dane within the predominantly German-
speaking minority milicu of South Sleswig. But it did not suffice to compete with
native Danish speakers in the open marketplace. Matlok shared in the experience
of many Danish South Sleswigers—and German North Sleswigers.

Matlok’s radical response has remained the exception. His brother Jiirgen
(or Jorgen) stayed within the protected confines of specifically South Sleswigian
Danishness and found his calling in the minority school system.** Siegfried Mat-
lok switched from the institutional life of Danish South Sleswig to its German
counterpart in the north. To many, this seemed an extraordinary step.

Upon closer inspection, the change may have been smaller than it appears.
On both sides of the border, people have moved in and out of their national com-
munities, without raising eyebrows. Yet the passage between majority and minor-
ity on either side of the border objectively crosses a wider gulf than the passage
between the two minorities. The gap between the latter is atmospheric more than
substantive. By practical standards, these two communities lie closer to each
other than any other ones, since they both combine Danish and German elements.
By crossing the substantively small but psychologically deep barrier between the
two minorities, Siegfried Matlok added another facet to the composite nature of
border identities.

Conclusion

In a scholarly analysis that focuses on data and numbers, the individual human
experience can easily fade into the background. Personal biographies offer a
glimpse into the historic border environment from the perspective of the indi-
viduals who lived in it. They illuminate how individual Sleswigers responded







